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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical 
Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are members of 
ISO or IEC participate in the development of International Standards through technical committees 
established by the respective organization to deal with particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC 
technical committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizations, governmental 
and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also take part in the work. In the field of information 
technology, ISO and IEC have established a joint technical committee, ISO/IEC JTC 1. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of the joint technical committee is to prepare International Standards. Draft International 
Standards adopted by the joint technical committee are circulated to national bodies for voting. Publication as 
an International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the national bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO and IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO/IEC 24703 was prepared by Joint Technical Committee ISO/IEC JTC 1, Information technology, 
Subcommittee SC 36, Information technology for learning, education and training. 
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Introduction 

The purpose of this International Standard is to define the datatype of an identifier for the purposes of 
identifying participants in learning, education and training. Participants may be users, teachers, agents, 
groups, organizations, institutions, etc. 
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Information technology — Participant identifiers 

1 Scope 

This International Standard specifies the datatype of participant identifiers in learning, education and training. 
Security and protection of personal data associated with the use of a participant identifier is not addressed in 
this standard. The naming policy, registration, and authentication of participant identifiers are outside the 
scope of this International Standard. 

NOTE There is a risk of improper access and misuse of personal and private data facilitated by the use of a 
participant identifier. It is the responsibility of the implementer to ensure proper use of a participant identifier. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 

ISO/IEC 2382-1, Information technology — Vocabulary — Part 1: Fundamental terms 

ISO/IEC 10646-1, Information technology — Universal Multiple-Octet Coded Character Set (UCS) — Part 1: 
Architecture and Basic Multilingual Plane 

ISO/IEC TR 10176, Information technology — Guidelines for the preparation of programming language 
standards 

ISO/IEC 11404, Information technology — Programming languages, their environments and system software 
interfaces — Language-independent datatypes 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in ISO/IEC 2382-1 and the following apply. 

3.1 
abstract character 
character of the ISO/IEC 10646-1 repertoire (UCS) that is independent of encoding 

3.2 
binding 
application or mapping from one framework or specification to another 

3.3 
datatype 
set of distinct values, characterized by properties of those values and by operations on those values 

3.4 
encoding 
bit and byte format and representation of information 




